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E. 

£ is the letter which occurs moll frequently in the Englifh lan- 
guage. 

£ is long, as in fcine ; or fhort, as in cellar , feparate , 
celebrate , men, then. 

Jt is always fhort before a double confonant, or two 
cenfonants, relent , medlar , reptile , ferpent, cellar , cejfa- 
tion, bUffmg , fell, felling , (#£/. 

ii is always mute at the end of a word, except in mo- 
no! yllabies that have no other vowel, as the or proper 
names, as Penelope, Pbebe , Dcrbe ; being ufed to mo- 
th ly the foregoing conlonant, as fince, once , hedge , 
eM'g'fj or to lengthen the preceding vowel, as ban, 
hrjie ; can, cane ; pin, pine tun, tune rob , robe pip, 
pope -, fir , fire ; cur,' cure #»£, 

. Alraoft all words which now terminate in confonant; ended an- 
ciently in e, as year, ytare ; ituldncfs, •vsildnft ; which c probably had 
the force of the French e feminine, and cunllituted a fy liable with its 
aJwciare confonant ; for, in old editions, words are foractimci di- 
vided thus, cUa rc, fcl-lc, knetuled.gc. This t was perhaps for a time 
vocal or Gent in poetry as convenience required ; but it has been 
long wholly mute. Camden calls it the fiJcnt e. 

It doe; not always lengthen the forecoing vowel as 
giove, live, give. 

It has fometimes in the end of words a found ob- 
feure, and fcarcely perceptible, as open . Jhapen, Jhctten, 
thifile , participle , metre, lucre. 

E forms a diphthong with a, as near % with i, as 
deign, receive j and, with u or w, as new, few. 

P.ii founds like e long, as mean', or like ee, as dear, 
clear, near. 

Fj is founded like e long, as feize , perceiving, 

Eu founds as « long and foft 

E, a, it are combined in beauty and its derivatives bur 
have only the found of u. 

E may be laid to form a diphthong by reduplication 
as agree, Jieeping, 3 


Qu is frequently ufed in the laft fy liable of words which in 
end in or ? and are made Englifti t as h$nQur 9 labour > favour t from / 

f 1 11 

nor> tabors jamor* 

Some late innovators have ejected the u y without confidermg that 
the lad fy liable gives the found neither of or nor ur y but a found be- 
tween them, if not compounded of both; befldes that they are pro- 
bably derived toub from the French nouns in cur, as 

u. 

U is long in life, confufion ; or Ihort, as us, condif. 
Jton. 

It coalefces with a, e, i, o ; but has rather in thefe 
combinations the force of the w confonant, as quaff, 
queft, quit, quite, langnifb fometimes in id the ? Jofes 
its found, as in juice. It is fometimes mute before a c 

h h as £ uard > & ue ft> £ ui f e > %■ 

i is followed by e in virtue, but the c hits no found. 

LV is fometimes mute at the end of a word, in imitation of the 
French, as prorogue, Synagogue, plague, vague, hcaangue. 

Y. 

/ is a vowel, which, as Quintilian obferves of one 
of the Roman letters, we might want without inconvc 
mence, but that we have it. It fuppJies the place of 
* « the end of words, as thy, before an i, as dying-. 
and is commonly retained in derivative words where it 
was part of a diphthong in the primitive ; as define de 
ftroyer ; betray, betrayed , betrayer ; pray, prayer fa 
foyer ; day, days. ' 3 * 

J ■ being the Saxon vowel y. which was commonlv u fed wher- ; i, 
no.v put, occurs very frequently in all old books. 

General Rules. 

A vowel in the beginning or middle fyllable, before 
confonant?,, is commonly Ihort, as opportunity 

In monolyllables a fingle vowel before a finale confo- 
nant is fhort, as flag, frog . ° 


Eu is found in iw:n, w here it is founded as e fhort ; and in me. k 
where it is pronounced like re. it* 


I ■ 

/has a found, long, as fine-, and fhort, as fin. 

I hat is eminently obfervable in i, which may be lilccwilc remarked 
in oilier letters, that the fhoit found is not the lon^ found tout, -,/w 
but a loand wholly different. J 

The long found in mcnofyllablcs is always marked by 
the e final, as thin, thine. * 

I is oleen founded before r a; a fhort u as flirt, fir ft, 

Jblfik- 

It forms a diphthong only with e, as field, fhkld 

which is founded as the double ee ; except friend, which 
is founded as frend* 

7 is i oined with eu in lieu, and fro in w w ; which triphthongs am 
founded as the open n, r & ' 

o. 


O is long, as bone, obedient, corroding j or Jliort as 

block, knock , oblique, loll. 3 

Women is pronounced wimpt. 

'J he Ihort o lias fometimes the found of a clofe u, as fan , come 

O coalefces into a diphthong with a, as moan, groan 
approach j oa has the found of o long. ’ 

but being not an Fngbih diphthong, 
thiy ure founded, with only r t economy. 

ith i, as oil, foil, mil, noifome. 

'1 his coalition of letters feems to unite the founds of the two li- 
ters as Ur as two founds can be united without beiim deftroved and 

therefore approaches more nca.ly than any combination in our tonvue 
to the notion of ,1 diphthong. ^ 

y ith o , as boot, boot, cooler ; oo has the found of the 
Italjan «. 

W ith it or xr, as our, power, flower ; but in fome 
words has only the found of o long, as in foul, btml, 
M>,greui Thele different founds are ufed to diftinguifli 
ui rrifrenc Iigm Stations ; as how r an inftrument for fhoot- 
mg v bore, a deprefiion ot the head : few, the Ihe of a 
buzyjow, to Rat ter feed : bowl, an orbicular body- 

Ou is fometimes pronounced like e foft, as court : 

fometimes like o fhort, as cough ; fometimes like //clofe 

as could | or it open, as rough, tough ; which ufe only 
can teach. * 


Of CONSONANTS. 

B. 

S has one unvaried found, fuch as it obtains in other 
languages. 

It ris mute in debt, debtor, fub, tie, doubt, lamb, limb , 
dumb, thumb , climb, conib, •womb. 

It is ufed before l and r, as black, brdwn, 

c. 

C has before e and i the found of f-, as fincereh, cen- 
trick, century, circular ciftern, city , ficcity before c , 
and //, it iountis like k, as calm, concavity, copper in- 
corporate, curiofity, eoncupifcence . " ’ 

Cmighthcomittccim the language without loft, Hnce one of it; 
found, migb. be luppiicd by 4 and the other by i, but that kpc 

Ch has a found which is analyfed into tjh, as church, 
dm, much. It is the fame found which the Italians 
S lv " t0 t J? e f fimplf before i and c, as cilia, cerro. 

C f is loundeo hlrei in words derived from the Greek, 

35 juT - c koh\ Arch is commonly founded 

ark before a vowel, as archangel and with the Enalifh 
iound of ch before a confonant, as archbifhop. 

dS;lbI?J" Q Frcnchw0rdl ROt )' et aihni, luted, founds like ft, as**. 

forc’wl C ^i n f i° i/” 5 ! 1111 ° r *°2 r aphy, never ends a word •, thew 

I nk C J A' h l ’ WhlC1 were or J£inaliyy?;Vdf, block, in fuch 
woras. G is now mute. 

It is ufed before l and r, as clack, craft, 

D 

Is uniform in its found, as death, diligent. 

It is ufed before r, as dravi, draft-, and iv, a; dwell. 

F. 

F, though having a name beginning with a vowel, it 

**_ nu , mbere d by the grammarians among the feihi- 
towc s, yet has this quality of a mute, that it is com 
modiouQy founded before a liquid, as fiafk, fly, freckle . 

It has an unvanable found, except that «p/ is fometimes 
Ipokcn nearly as ov. 

G, 

G has two founds, one hard, 3S in gay , go, gun the 
other foft, as in gem, giant. * * 


At 
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, , . a,./ & nreflhd bv cp, cw, as quadrant, queen, equeftnan, quilt , 

At the end of a word it is always hard, ring, f R . ^tidim. Oft is never followed by u. 


foWj froE* 

Before e and i the found is uncertain- 

G before . is foft, as gem, generation, 

Sgfc ft ftrW’ “ d S» cr3 "l' berore 

at the end of words, as finger. 

G is mute before n, as gnafh, fign, fomg . 

G before i is hard, as give, except in giant, pganfcl, 
gibbet, gii e, giblets, gilts , gill, plbfimer* g™> W 

£m Gb in the beginning of a word has the found of the 
hard as ghojlly > in the middle, and fometimes at the 
end. It is quite fi lent, as though, right, fought, ipoken 

has often at the end the found of f, as laugh-, 
whence laughter retains the fame found in the imddicj 
cough, ti sugh, ft ugh, tough, enough , faugh. 

u .5 not to bs doubted, bin that in the original Pronunciation gh 
hid the loice of a confonant, deeply guttural, which is foil conti- 

uued ain^ng the Scotch, 

G is ufed before L 9 /, aud r, 

H. 

H is a note of afpiration, and Ihows that the following 
vowel mutt be pronounced with a ftrong emiflion of the 
breath, at hat, herfe. 

It ieldom, perhaps never, begins any but the firtt 
fyllable, in which it is always founded with a foil 
breath, except in heir, herb, heftier, honour, humble, 
her, eft, humour, and their derivatives. 

J- 

J confonant founds uniformly like the foft£, and is 
therefore a letter ufelefs, except in etymology, as eja- 
culation, fft.r, jocund , juice. 

K: 

K has the found of hard r, and is ufed before e and i, 
where, according to Englilh analogy, c would be foft, 
as kept, king, fkirt , jkeptuk, for fo it fhould be written, 
not fceptick. 

It is uted befufe n 7 as httll, knot, but totally Iofes its found* 

K Is never doubled ; but c is ufed before it to fliortea 
tiie vowel by a double confonant, as cockle^ p* Ac. 

U 

L has In EngVifh the fame liquid found as in other 
languages* 

The cuflom h to double the / nt the end cf nionnfyi!abte% ns kil! f 
ncili\ full Thefe words iverr originally written hFt, fh/'e; 

sr,d tthen the e hi it gf ew iilent, and was afeerwards omjricd, the 
// \va i retained* to give force, according to ihe analog) of our lan- 
guage. to the foregoing vowel. 

L is fometimes mute, as in calf, half, halves, calves, 
could, would, fhould, pfalm, talk, falmon, falcon. 

The Saxon, who delighted in guttural founds, fometimes afpin>cd 
the / at the beginning of words, as hb F , aha/. Or bread hi>j: pe, 
ft krd ; byi this pronunciauon is now diluted. 

Le at the end of words is pronounced like a weak el, 
in which the e is almoft mute, as table, fh tittle. 

M. 

M has always the fame found, as murmur, monu- 
mental. 

N. 

N has always the fame found, as noble, manner*. 

A is fometimes mute after m, as damn, condemn, 

hymn. 3 

% 

P. 

P has always the fame found, which the Welfli and 
Germans confound with B. 

P is lometimes mute, as in pfalm, and between m and 
/, as tempt. 

Ph is ufed for / in words derived from the Greek, as 
phtlcfopber , pmlanihgopy, Philip. 

n Ql 

zAull 5n ° the " I:in ^ages, is always followed by a 
and has a found which our Saxon anccftors well ex- 


in words derived from 
the French, like k, as conquer, liquor, rijque, cheque?. 

R. 

R has the fame rough lhariing found as in other 
tongues. 

The Saxons tiled often to put b before it, as be. ore l at the 

E “S2 lid Swords derived from the Greek, a; myrrh, myrrhhe, 
CQtarrb&w > rbtmn y rheumatic* rhyme 

Re, at the end of fome words derived from the Latin 
or French, is pronounced like a weak cr f as theatre + 

fepulchre . 

3 . 

S has a hilling found, as filiation, fifter. 

A Jingle / feldotn ends any word, except the third perfon of verbs, 
a= laves, grew, and the plurals of nouns, as tree-, lujhcs, difirejjti ; 
the pronouns tbit , bis. eun, yams, w, the adverb thus ; and words 
derived from Latin. a> rebus, Jurptus ; the cioie being always either 
in ft, as kauft, herfe, or in ft, as graft, drift, bias, leys, anciently 

graft, drift. 

S iinglc, at the end of words, has a gr oiler found, 
like that of z, as trees, eyes, except this, thus, us, rebus , 

furplus. 

It founds like 2 before ion, if a vowel goes before, 
as intrufipn and like f, if it follows a confonant, as 
conperfion. 

It founds like 2 before e mute, as ref ufe, and before 
y final, as refy and in thole words, bofom, defire, v ij- 
dom, prifon, pri finer, prefent, pr spent, dainfel, cajement. 

It is the peculiar quality of f, that it may be founded before all 
confonant;, except » and z, inv.hich / is compriJed, x being only 
iti, and s a hard or groft ft This f i> therefore termed by gram- 
marians j'i/e jotrjh.tis literal the rcafon of which th 1 arned Dr. 

1 1 arke erroueouily fuppofed to be, that in fome words it might be 
doubled at plcalutc. fhus we find in fcveial languages . 

zZittv*., flatter, fdegm, ftdrtttr.ah, ffiaxtllare, efift. ^ rare, 
feranart, jheke, /lumber, [mill, ftriftt, jfact, jpsendsur, fprmg, J >utesce, 
firt-vj, Jiep, fl length, ftramtn, /ventura, , -ascii. 

S is mute in ifie, ifland, demefm, vif count. 

T. 

T has its cu (lorn ary found, as take, temptation. 

?/ before a vowel has the found of fi, as f ah at ion, 
except an f goes before, as qtieftion, excepting like- 
wife derivatives from y, as mighty , mightier. 

Th has two founds i the one loft, as thus, whether ; 
the other hard, as thing, think. The found is foft in 
thefe words, then, thence, and there, with their deriva- 
tives and compounds, that, thefe, thou , thee, thy, thine , 
their, they , this, thefe, them, though, thus, and in all 
words between two vowels, as father, whether and be- 
ween r and a vowel, as burthen. 

In other words it is hard, as thick, thunder, faith , 
faithful. Where it is fokened at the end of a word, an e 
filent mtift be added, as breath, breathe ; doth, clothe. 

V. 

V has a found of near affinity to that of / vain, 
vanity. 

From / in the Iilandick alphabet, v is only diftineuilhcd bv a dia- 
critical point. 

f-V • 

Of w, which in diphthongs is ofren an undoubted 
vowel, fome grammarians have doubted whether it 
ever be a confonant-, and not rather as it is called a 
double u or ou, as water may be rclblved into ouster ; 
but letters of the fame found are always reckoned confo- 
nants in other alphabets : and it may be observed, that 
w follows a vowel without any hiatus or difficulty of 
utterance, as frofty winter. 

IVh lias a found accounted peculiar to the Englifh, 
which the Saxons better exprefied by hy, hw, as what 
whence, whiting in whore only, and fometimes in 
whole fome, xvh is founded like a limple h. 

X. 

X begins no Engliih word 5 it has the found of is* 
as axle, extraneous. 

Y. 

fi, when it loliows a confonant, is a vowel when it 
precedes either vowel or diphthong, is a confonant. 
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